BAY COUNTY CHRISITAN YOUTH CHOIR 2013

“Out of the Desert”

Music Inspired By Isaiah 40

SONG:  Praise His Holy Name

Reading 1: God offers hope in the “desert”

We are the Bay County Christian Youth Choir from Panama City, Florida and we are really excited to be with you this evening.  We hope you will join us as we worship and praise God through music and scripture.  

Our choir has students from 8th grade to 12th grade who attend churches from all over Panama City.   We are a multi-denominational group that represents all 5 area high schools as well as home school.  

On this tour we are travelling from Arizona to California, from the desert to the forests, to the ocean shore.  

In the same way, God’s people had to travel from the Egyptian desert to the Promise Land during the Exodus.  Then from the deserts of Babylon back to the holy city of Jerusalem after the Exile.  

We too travel through desert times in our lives.  God uses these  times to shape his people to be more like Him.

We can praise because we have a faithful God who cares for us even in the deserts of our lives.  God often uses other people to offer hope during times of struggle.

God sent Isaiah to bring a message of hope for the Israelites when they were living in the desert land of Babylon, having been exiled for their disobedience to God.

ALL CHOIR:  Isaiah 40 vs 1-3 reads: 

Comfort, comfort my people, says your God.  Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and proclaim to her that her hard service has been completed, that her sin has been paid for, that she has received from the Lord’s hand double for all her sins.
God never leaves us or forsakes us, no matter what we deserve.  In the desert, the people of the Bible met God and learned to trust in him with all of their heart.  

When we walk through desert times, we often meet God in a closer way.

The next song we are going to sing is called “God of The Desert Spring”, written by Rick Vale.  We want to use this song as an invocation and invitation for God to meet us in this place.  

We will then sing the familiar song, “Jesus, Friend of Sinners” by Mark Hall and Matthew West.  It is our prayer that we get out of the way so that God can work in our lives and hearts.

SONG:  God Of The Desert Spring

SONG:  Jesus, Friend of Sinners

Reading 2: Christians- walk in obedience!

Isaiah 40, verses 3-5 reads:

 A voice of one calling: “In the wilderness prepare the way for the Lord; make straight in the desert a highway for our God.  

Every valley shall be raised up, every mountain and hill made low; the rough ground shall become level, the rugged places a plain.  And the glory of the LORD will be revealed, and all people will see it together.  For the mouth of the LORD has spoken.”

We, too, are called to “prepare the way of the Lord”, by the way we live our lives.   Life is a path – the path we are called to walk is obedience to God. 
If we dig into our scripture and strive for lives of obedience, God’s glory will be revealed and He will come in power.
ALL CHOIR:  Isaiah 40, verses 9-11 reads: 

You who bring good news to Zion, go up on a high mountain.  You who bring good news to Jerusalem, lift up your voice with a shout, lift it up, do not be afraid; say to the towns of Judah, “Here is your God!”

In the same way, we want to show the world who God is by the way we love, serve, and look out for one another.  

With our voices and our actions, we want to bring the good news to the world.  With our songs we want to proclaim the God of the universe.  

“Sing and Rejoice” is a classical arrangement written by Gary Hallquist.  This will be followed by the beautiful traditional hymn of our faith “To God Be The Glory” arranged in this contemporary version by Pepper Choplin.

SONG:  Sing and Rejoice

SONG: To God Be The Glory

Reading 3: God will lead us.
Our Bible is full of pictures.  These pictures would have been familiar to the people of the Bible.  In the desert there are many rocks of different sizes.  On our path, as we walk through our desert times, there are rocks that often trip us up.  

Some of these rocks may be small, representing trials and challenges that we stumble over.  Sometimes we encounter boulders, circumstances that cause us to fall to our knees.  

In Psalm 81, God promises that, “with honey from the rock I will satisfy you.”  It is in these challenges and obstacles of life that we experience the sweetness of God.  Psalm 34 tells us to, “taste and see that the Lord is good.”   

God is also referred to as a “rock” – a firm foundation that we can build our life on.  Another picture the Bible uses for God is that of a shepherd.  

The sheep follow the shepherd and trust him to provide what they need.  They hear his voice and follow.

Isaiah 40, verse 11 reads:

He tends his flock like a shepherd:  He gathers the lambs in his arms and carries them close to his heart; he gently leads those that have young.  

Our next song is the traditional spiritual, “My God Is A Rock” written by Gary Walth.  After we sing it, we want to invite you to stand if you are able and join us singing “Songs For The Journey” the three hymns listed in your program.  

SONG:  My God Is A Rock

CONGREGATIONAL SONGS:  Songs For The Journey


Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah


Savior, Like A Shepherd Lead Us


He Leadeth Me

Reading 4:God provides strength
Just as God spoke through the prophet Isaiah giving hope to those in exile, the words of Isaiah 40 still give us hope as we walk through desert times in our lives.  God is awesome and Isaiah captures His greatness in these words from chapter 40, verses 21-31:

“Do you not know?  Have you not heard?  Has it not been told you from the beginning?  Have you not understood since the earth was founded?  

“He sits enthroned above the circle of the earth, and its people are like grasshoppers.  He stretches out the heavens like a canopy, and spreads them out like a tent to live in.”

“To whom will you compare me?  Or who is my equal?” says the Holy One.  Lift up your eyes and look to the heavens;  Who create all these? 

He who brings out the starry host one by one and calls forth each of them by name.  Because of his great power and mighty strength, not one of them is missing.”

“Why do you complain, Jacob?  Why do you say, Israel, “My way is hidden from the Lord; my cause is disregarded by my God?”

“Do you not know?  Have you not heard? The Lord is the everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of the earth.  He will not grow tired or weary, and his understanding no one can fathom.  

ALL CHOIR:  He gives strength to the weary and increases the power of the weak.  Even youths grow tired and weary, and young men stumble and fall; but those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength.  They will soar on wings like eagles; they will run and not grow weary, they will walk and not be faint.

We are able to express our confidence in God’s faithfulness through the words of the song “Wings of the Dawn” by Linda Spencer.  

Kristian Stanfill helps us to express that God is our refuge and strength in his contemporary worship song, “Always”.    

After we sing these two songs we would love for you to join us once again in worship through singing.

SONG: Wings Of The Dawn

SONG: Always

SONGS OF WORSHIP (with Silent Praise):


Glory To God


How Great Is Our God/How Great Thou Art

Reading 5:A message of hope!
Our hope continues to be in God and God alone.  Our strength comes from our shepherd who leads us in our deserts.  

As we learn to trust more fully in him, we find strength to live – our lives being a reflection of God in this world.  

Thank you for letting us be with you tonight.  It was a joy to worship with you.

In your desert times of life, our hope is that you find comfort in the faithfulness of our God and can find 10,000 reasons to bless Him.

SONG: 10,000 Reasons

CLOSING WORDS BY NEVIN

SONG:  The Reason We Sing
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